
Plant List "What's it good for?"
Spring 2006 Calif Drought Permaculture

status wildlife uses human uses native Tolerant Zone

warm and cool seasons

Amaranth mix warm New trial 2,3
basil, sweet Culinary herb 2
beans, dry pole, Papa de 
Rolo (rare heirloom)

warm 2

beans, dry bush, Anasazi warm 2
Bean, dual purpose bush, 
Tongue of Fire

warm 2

Bean, runner, Painted 
Ladies

New trial, looks highly ornamental, 
edible green bean

2,3

Bean, moth warm New trial DT 3
blackeyed peas, Calico 
Crowder

warm 3

blackeyed peas, ejotero warm 3
[chamomile, german] Warm season Tea herb, flowering ornamental 1
chard, mix Yr round 2
chard, 'perpetual spinach' Yr round
Chicory, catalogna New trial
Cilantro Cool season nectar, seed culinary herb 2
collards, McCormack cool 2
cucumber, Lemon Apple warm
greens, Aztec spinach self-seeds 

successively
kale, Pentland Brig perennial 2
leeks Yr round 2
Miner’s lettuce self-seeds 

successively
CA 2

Mesclun (arugula, frisee, 
mache)

self-seeds 
successively

salad herbs 2

onions, green cool 2
Onion, welsh perennial New trial 2,3
par cell Culinary herb (parsley/celery 

flavor), ornamental
2

parsnip, The Student 
(heirloom)

Yr round 2

peas, snowpeas Cool 2
Radish, daikon Yr round Soil cultivator, edible greens 2,3
salsify, Mammoth 
Sandwich Island

Yr round 2

squash, Milk Pumpkin (rare 
heirloom)

warm 2

Squash, yellow crookneck warm New trial 1-container

Squash, Tromboncio 
(vining zucchini)

warm 2

squash, Ha:l warm 2
Sunflower, Mammoth Grey 
Stripe

warm New trial 2

tomato, Chadwick's Cherry warm 2

tomato, Earliana warm 2
Tomato, Cherokee Purple warm 2
tomato, currant Almost yr 

round
1-container

tomatillo (Native American) warm 2

turnips, presto spring New trial 2

Achillea millefolium,  yarrow nectar, seeds flowering ornamental, medicinal 
herb, ground cover, beneficial 
insect attractant

CA DT 2,3

aloe Medicinal herb DT 1-container
borage self-seeds 

successively
Edible flower 3

Annual herbs & vegetables

Perennial herbs & flowers



Plant List "What's it good for?"
Spring 2006 Calif Drought Permaculture

status wildlife uses human uses native Tolerant Zone

calendula self-seeds 
successively

Medicinal herb, ornamental flower 2,3

Castilleja exserta , Owl's 
Cover

self-seeds 
successively

butterfly larval food CA DT 5

Centranthus ruber self-seeds 
successively

nectar, insect habitat flowering ornamental DT var

Coreopsis grandiflora nectar, insect habitat flowering ornamental DT 2,3
[crocus, saffron] Cool season 

bulb
Culinary herb, flowering 
ornamental

1-container

crocosmia bulb Flowering ornamental 2
Dietes , Fortnight Lily nectar, insect habitat flowering ornamental DT 3
Encelia californica nectar, seeds, butterfly & insect 

habitat
flowering ornamental CA DT 5,3

Erigeron karvinskianus , 
Santa Barbara Daisy

nectar, seeds flowering ground cover DT 2,3

[Erigeron glaucus] CA DT
[Eriogonum grande ssp. 
rubescens]

CA DT

Eriogonum cinereum nectar, seeds, insect & butterfly 
habitat

landscaping massing CA DT 5

Eriogonum fasciculatum nectar, seeds, insect & butterfly 
habitat

landscaping massing CA DT 5

Eschscholzia californica , 
California Poppy

nectar, seeds, insect habitat Flowering ornamental, although 
it’s supposed to be a useful herb 
too

CA DT var

feverfew self-seeds 
successively

Flowering ornamental, medicinal DT 3

Foeniculum vulgare  Wild 
fennel (local variety) 

self-seeds 
successively

butterfly habitat, flowers, seeds aromatic herb, edible vegetable CA DT 5

Freesia Cool season 
bulb

nectar seasonal flower 1

[Gaillardia grandiflora]
Galvezia speciosa 4 nectar, some cover landscaping ornamental CA DT 5,3
Gaura lindheimeri , Gaura nectar, seeds ornamental DT 3
Heuchera (several 
species) , Coral Bells

nectar, insect habitat flowering ornamental CA DT 5,2

horehound Attractive groundcover DT 3
Jasminum officinale , 
Poet's Jasmine

nectar scent, flower, screen (DT) 1

Justicia spicigera nectar, insect habitat flowering ornamental CA 3,5
Lantana nectar ground cover DT 3
Lavandula (several 
selections), Lavender

cover, nectar aromatic herb, ornamental DT 3

Layia platyglossa , Tidy 
Tips

self-seeds 
successively

nectar, seeds, insect & butterfly 
habitat

CA DT 5

lemon balm Tea herb, medicinal 1
lemon grass Culinary herb 2
Limnanthes douglasii hoverfly habitat, nectar flowering ornamental, beneficial 

insect attractant
CA 2,5

Limonium perezii , Statice nectar, seeds flowering ornamental DT 3

[Lotus scoparius , 
Deerweed]

larval foodplant landscaping ornamental, flowers CA DT 5

Lupinus succulentus , 
Coastal Lupine

nectar, seeds, butterfly & insect 
habitat

CA DT 5

Malva parviflora, 
cheeseweed

seeds, insect & butterfly habitat DT 5

Mimulus, Monkeyflower 
(several selections)

nectar, insect & invertebrate 
habitat

flowering ornamental CA 5

mint, peppermint & 
spearmint

Tea herb and Culinary herb 1

mints, Calif native CA DT 5
Monarda fistulosa wild 
bergamot

Tea herb, although I’ve never 
tried it

3

Nasturtiums self-seeds 
successively

nectar, foliage, seeds cutting flower, edible flower, salad 
herb, compost enhancer

1,2,3
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Oenothera, Evening 
Primrose (local variety)

nectar, seeds, insect habitat flowering ornamental, although it’s 
supposed to be a useful herb too

CA DT 5

oregano Culinary, ornamental DT 3
Pennisetum (several native 
selections) … seeds, cover

CA DT

[Pennyroyal] Insect repellant herb 1
Penstemon (several 
selections) … nectar, 
seeds

nectar, seeds, insect habitat flowering ornamental CA DT 3,5

[Plantain] 1
Rosmarinus officinalis 
‘Prostratus’, Creeping 
Rosemary

insect habitat culinary herb, flower 
arrangements

DT 1

rue, CA native Ornamental foliage, although it’s 
supposed to be a useful herb too

5

Salvia cultivars (several 
selections)

several Nectar, seeds Flowering ornamental DT 1,3

Salvia leucantha nectar Flowering ornamental DT 3
Salvia leucophylla several nectar, insect habitat flowering ornamental CA DT 3,5
[Salvia sonomensis] Nectar, insect habitat
satureja douglassia (sp?) 1
Self-heal, Prunella vulgaris (new trial) 2

[Senecio douglasii] butterfly habitat, insect habitat, 
seeds, nectar

flowering ornamental CA DT 5

sorrel, french Edible greens DT 1
[Stevia] Culinary herb 1
strawberries, alpine Edible fruit 2
[Sunflowers] seeds Edible seeds, ornamental flower 2
Sweet alysium self-seeds 

successively
nectar, seed DT var

Sweet rocket, Hesperis 
matronalis

(new trial) 1

sweet william 1
Tagetes lemonii 2 insect habitat Scent, flowering ornamental, 

supposed to be a tea herb 
although I haven’t tried it

DT 3

Thumbergia / Black Eyed 
Susan vine

1 nectar, insect habitat Flowering ornamental 2

thyme var Culinary herb, ornamental ground 
cover

DT 3

Verbena peruviana … 
nectar, insect & 
invertebrate habitat

5

Verbena rigida nectar, insect habitat Flowering ornamental DT 1
Vitis vinifera (grape), 
several named varieties

var nectar, fruit fruit DT 2

Zauschneria , California 
fuschia

nectar flowering ornamental CA DT var

[Leonotis leonurus] DT
[Mahonia]
[Vaccinium ovatum] CA
Alyogyne huegelii , Blue 
Hybiscus

1 nectar, cover flowering ornamental DT 3

Arctostaphylos (unknown 
variety)

1 fruit, nectar, future cover screen CA DT 5

Arctostaphylos densiflora 
‘Senteniel’

1 fruit, nectar, future cover screen CA DT 5

Artemisia sp. 1 folage, flowers, seeds, future 
cover

aromatic herb CA DT 5

Camelia 1 mature, 12’ cover (DT) 2

Shrubs
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Ceanothus, (several 
selections)

4 nectar, seeds, larval food plant, 
cover

ornamental CA DT 5

Cistus / Rockrose (various) 4 nectar, cover screen DT 3

Elaeagnus pungens , 
Silverberry

2 cover, fruit screen, scent DT 3

Eriogonum giganteum , St 
Catherine's lace

2 nectar, seeds, insect & butterfly 
habitat

ornamental CA DT 5

Heteromeles arbutifolia , 
Toyon

3 berries, nectar, future cover & 
nesting

ornamental CA DT 5,4

Lavatera asurgentafolia 1 immature Cover, nectar Flowering ornamental, screen CA DT 3

Lavatera bicolor 6 cover, nectar flowering ornamental, screen DT 3
Malacothamnus 1 mature, 2 

immature
cover, nectar, seeds landscaping massing, future 

screen
CA DT 5

Pyracantha 1 fruit, cover 5
Rhamnus californica , 
coffeeberry

1 immature nectar, fruit, butterfly habitat, 
future cover

CA DT 5

Ribes aureum , Golden 
Currant

5 various 
maturities

fruit, cover, butterfly habitat fruit, ornamental CA 2,5

Rose, several named 
varieties

9 nectar, fruit, cover flowering ornamental 1,3

Rosmarinus officinalis 
‘Tuscan Blue’

4 cover, nectar aromatic herb, landscaping 
massing

DT 3

Salvia apiana , white sage 2 nectar, seeds, insect & butterfly 
habitat

aromatic herb, ornamental CA DT 5

Scented geranium 3 at 4' cover, nectar aromatic herb, landscaping 
massing

DT 3

Tecomaria capensis 3 nectar, cover, future nesting flowering ornamental screen DT 4
Westringia longifolia 6 cover, nectar ornamental DT 3

Apple, "Anna" 1 ultra-dwarf nectar, fruit fruit 1-container
Apple, "Anna" 1 dwarf nectar, fruit fruit 2
Avocado, "Haas" 1 immature future:  nectar, fruit, cover, nesting future: fruit, shade 3

Cassia leptophylla "Golden 
Cassia"

1 partially 
mature

nectar, insect habitat, cover, 
future nesting

flowering ornamental, shade (DT) 2

Citrus, Grapefruit 1 mature nectar, cover, fruit, nesting foliage ornamental, shade, (too 
sour to eat), children's climbing 
tree

2

Citrus, Kumquat, "Nagami" 1 immature future:  nectar, fruit, cover fruit, ornamental 1-container

Citrus, Lemon, Meyer 1 mature nectar, cover, fruit fruit 2
Citrus, Lime, Mexican 1 immature nectar, cover, fruit fruit, foliage ornamental 2
Citrus, Mandarin, "Honey" 1 immature 

ultra-dwarf
nectar, fruit, future cover fruit, foliage ornamental 1-container

Citrus, Mandarin, "Page" 1 immature 
ultra-dwarf

nectar, fruit, future cover fruit, foliage ornamental -3

Citrus, Mandarin, 
"Satsuma"

1 immature 
semi-dwarf

nectar, fruit, future cover fruit, foliage ornamental -3

Citrus, Orange "reverted to 
Valencia" says prior owner

1 mature nesting, cover, nectar, fruit fruit, shade 5

Citrus, Orange 1 immature nesting, cover, nectar, fruit fruit, shade 2
Elder, Sambuccus 
mexicana

1 immature nectar, future fruit, future cover & 
nesting

future fruit, future seasonal shade, 
mulch material source

CA DT 1-container

Feijoa 4 immature nectar, fruit, future cover fruit, foliage ornamental DT 3
Jacaranda 1 mature nectar, seasonal cover flowering ornamental, seasonal 

shade, mulch material source
3

Juniper, 25’ chinensis type 1 mature cover, nesting foliage ornamental, aromatic 
seasoning

DT 3

Liquidambar 1 immature cover, future nesting seasonal foliage color, mulch 
material source, future seasonal 
shade

(DT) 3

Trees
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Peach 2 mature fruit, nectar, seasonal cover, 
nesting

fruit, shade, mulch material 
source

2

Pomegranate, "Wonderful" 1 immature future:  nectar, fruit, cover fruit, year round ornamental DT -3

Sycamore, Platanus 
racemosa

1 immature seeds, nesting material, butterfly 
habitat, cover, future nesting

mulch material source, future 
seasonal shade

CA DT 5

rockpile cover, living space
woodpile insect habitat, cover/living space

compost pile insect & invertebrate habitat
garden tool/junk areas cover, living space

1
2
3
4 (under development)
5

[bracketed] items may or may not be growing on the property at the present time

Permaculture Zones:

Non-plant features

"Wildlife" includes birds, insects, arachnids, butterflies and their larvae, invertebrates
At this time we have no known reptiles, and few mammals

patio and surrounding raised beds, mini-greenhouse and containers.  High care.
"Vegetable garden".  moderate care, moderate water (irrigate 1-2x/week).  includes polyculture intensive bed, self-perpetuating bed, wall vines
"Xeriscape and Forest Garden" area.  low care, low water (irrigate 1-2x/month), civilized appearance

"California Natives" area.  low care, low water (irrigate 1x/month)


